CHAPTER IX
LEARNING TO READ AND WRITE

IN an earlier chapter we have outlined the manner in
which active intelligent children may often acquire,
through their classroom activities, a vocabulary of
printed words and phrases which forms a useful back-
ground for systematic work in learning to read.

By the age of six most children are quite anxious to
learn to read. It is the teacher's duty to help them to
acquire the mechanics of the process as quickly as
possible, so that they may spend a good deal of time
during their last six months in the Infants' School in
reading simple story books.

Brief Outline of the Psychology of the Act of
Reading

Learning to read involves the acquisition of an ex-
tremely complex habit, and there are a good many real
difficulties to be overcome before a child acquires this
skill. To know something about the psychology of the
reading process should help us to make the child's task
easier.1

1 See Huey, Psychology and Pedagogy of Reading, pp, 15-50.